4.0
Policy on Designated parking

Context;

For many people with disabilities car parking is often the first barrier faced when visiting a town or city.  

Lack of, or poorly designed designated car parking bays can often mean that people with disabilities can not access day to day services which are provided within the locality.  Issues including, travel distances to the built environment, level access, lack of space to allow adequate access to and from both side and rear of vehicles and poorly located car parking bays (in relation to safety). 

These issues also apply to off-street car parking.

When designing a designated car parking bay the following key features must be considered:

4.1 Location:

Bays should be located as close as possible to principal entrance and approach routes should be accessible in their design (dished kerbs, level approach routes, adequate lighting etc.).  In multi-storey car parks, accessible bays should be ideally located at the same level as the principal entrance.

4.2 Signage:

Designated bays should be clearly signposted on the street and in a car park area.  Each bay should have a raised sign and this sign should not obstruct circulation.  Designated signage should be designed using the international symbol of accessibility with a blue background.  For further details see Detail Drawing 12.

4.3 Number of Bays:

Buildings not normally visited by the public:
· One space in every 20 standard spaces up to the first 100 spaces.

· Thereafter one space per every 100 standard spaces.

· Where there are less than 25 standard spaces there should be a minimum of one standard disabled space.
Shops and other buildings including public car parks to which the public has access:
· One space in the first 20 standard spaces.

· Minimum 3 standard spaces in 25-50 spaces

· Minimum 5 standard spaces in 50-100 spaces.

· Additional 3 standard spaces per every 100 in excess thereof.

· Where there are less than 25 standard spaces there should be a minimum of one standard disabled space
	Number of 

Spaces
	Number of Designated Bays

	1-20
	Not less than 1

	21-50
	Not less than 3

	51-100
	Not less than 5

	For every additional 100 car park spaces.
	Not less than 3


Note:


Premises used by a high proportion of people with disabilities, such as sports facilities, may require a larger than average number of designated spaces.  The parking requirement for such a building type should be calculated in relation to the anticipated demand.

4.4 Design of Bays:

· General:

Markings on designated bays should be White to conform with S.I. 181 and S.I 182 1997.  Bays should be firm, level, even and free from all loose stones.  A 1:50 maximum gradient is acceptable where it is essential to remove surface water.  An uneven surface or an inclined bay makes transfer from a vehicle to wheelchair difficult.  Pedestrian routes from the bay should be accessible.

· Dimensions:

Designated car parking bays should be designed to allow doors and boots to be fully opened and to allow drivers and passengers to transfer to a wheelchair.  For further details on correct dimensions see Detail Drawing 11 & 12.

· Dished Kerbs:

Where designated bays are on street at a different level from the adjacent pavements, dished/dropped kerbs should be provided for wheelchair users, with appropriate tactile markings. For further details see Detail Drawing 11 & 12.

· Management & Maintenance:

While the design of the parking facilities is critical, parking facilities also need to be managed correctly to ensure maximum accessibility in maintained.  This can be done in a number of ways including; controlled parking spaces to stop un—authorised parking; ensuring all routes are free from fallen leaves, snow, ice etc.; checking to ensure routes are not blocked by bicycles or other vehicles; to ensure condition of parking spaces is maintained i.e. signage is cleaned, worn road markings replaced etc.
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